
           
 

OWLETS 

LTP 

Autumn 1 

8 weeks 

 

02/09/24 – 25/10/24 
 

Autumn 2 

7 weeks 

 

04/11/24 – 20/12/24 

Spring 1 

6 weeks 

 

06/01/25 – 14/02/25 
 

Spring 2 

6 weeks 

 

24/03/25 – 04/04/25 
 

Summer 1 

5 weeks 

 

22/04/25 – 23/04/25 

Summer 2 

7 weeks 

 

04/06/25 – 18/07/25 
 

Topic 

Theme & 

Core Story 

 
Children’s 

interests will 

be followed 

as and when 

they arise. 

 

Super Duper You 

Autumn 

 

Ten Little Fingers and 

Ten Little Toes 

 

Zoom to the Moon 

Autumn/Winter 

 

WOW said the Owl 

 

Ready, Steady, Go! 

Winter 

The Wheels on the 

Bus – noisy picture 

book 

Farmyard Friends 

Spring 

On the Farm 

 

The Great Outdoors 

Spring/Summer 

Sam Plants a 

Sunflower 

 

Sea, Sand & Sunshine 

Summer 

Sharing a Shell 

 

Core Rhyme Heads, Shoulders, 

Knees and Toes 

Twinkle, Twinkle 

Little Star 

I’m Driving in My Car Old MacDonald had a 

Farm 

Five Green Peas Old MacDonald had 

an Ocean 
Intended 

Themes 

• New beginnings 

• Routines and rules 

• All About Me; my body and 

my feelings 

• Colour Monster; emotions – 

happy, excited, sad, fear, 

anger, calm, love  

• My family 

• Hallowe’en 

• Autumn 

• Nocturnal animals – focus 

on bats and owls 

• Space – rockets, planets 

and the moon 

• Dark and Light 

• Feeling Scared/Worried 

• Celebrations/Traditions: 

Harvest, Diwali, Hannukah, 

Bonfire Night, 

Remembrance Day, 

Christmas 

• Modes of transport – focus 

on bus 

• Journeys 

• Construction site and 

buildings 

• Racing cars 

• Winter 

• Farm animals 

• Easter traditions 

• Spring 

• Mother’s Day 

• Learning about minibeasts 

in the garden 

• Planting seeds and looking 

after them 

• Exploring the wider school 

outdoor environment 

• Care and respect for living 

things 

• Creatures under the sea 

• What can you find at the 

beach? 

• Holidays 

• Summer 

• Ice cream parlour 

• Diversity – looking at our 

classroom community and 

extended families 

• Father’s Day 

 

Events & 

Experiences 

Starting nursery. 

Teddy bears picnic. 

Share family photos. 

Autumn begins, go on an 

autumn walk. 

 

Go on an autumn walk. 

 Owl Sanctuary Visit. 

Posting Santa letters. 

Walk to the Care Home; sing 

songs and hand out cards. 

Walk to the post box #38 

Postie. 

Visit from Father Christmas. 

Nativity. 

Stay, Play and Learn – 

communication focus. 

Starting nursery. 

Bus trip to Brighouse canal. 

Chinese New Year. 

Valentines Day. 

  Go on a walk exploring signs 

of Winter. 

Mother’s Day stay and play. 

Spring begins, go on a spring 

walk. 

Make Easter nests. 

Easter hunt. 

Visit from farm.  

Starting nursery. 

Nature walk, collect natural 

treasures. 

Bus trip to garden centre. 

 

Beach Party. 

Father’s Day stay and play. 

Picnic in the Park. 

Sports Day. 

PFA Fun Day. 

Summer walk around the 

school playground. 

Transition. 

Festivals/ 
Celebrations 

Harvest 

25th to 27th Sep – Rosh 

Hashanah 

5th Nov – Bonfire Night 

11th Nov – Remembrance Day 

13th Nov – Diwali 

15th Dec - Hanukkah 

10th Feb – Chinese New Year 

(year of the dragon) 

13th Feb – Pancake Day 

14th Feb – Valentine’s Day 

7th Mar – World Book Day 

10th Mar – Mother’s Day 

10th to 19th Mar – Science 

Week 

8th Apr – Eid-Al-Fitr 

13th Apr – Vaisakhi  

22nd Apr – Earth Day  

23rd Apr – St George’s Day 

8th June – World Oceans Day 

16th June – Father’s Day  

17th June – Eid-Al-Adha 



2nd to 8th Oct – National 

Library Week  

6th Oct – World Smile Day 

31st Oct – Halloween 

Transitions 

25th Dec – Christmas 

Nursery rhyme week 

Transitions 

 

 

 18th Mar – Red Nose Day 

20th Mar – Nowruz  

24th Mar – Holi  

31st Mar – Easter 

Transitions 

20th May – World Bee Day 

25th May to 2nd June – 

National Children’s 

Gardening week 

24th to 28th June – Diversity 

week 

28th June – Dare to be 

different day 

Transitions 

Parents as 

Partners 

Home Visits. 

Share a Story time (every 

Tuesday 9:30-9.45am). 

Teddy Bears Picnic. 

Parents Evening. 

Home Visits. 

Share a Story time (every 

Tuesday 9:30-9.45am). 

Nativity. 

Christmas Fair.  

Stay, Play and Learn – 

communication focus. 

Share a Story time (every 

Tuesday 9:30-9.45am). 

Bus trip to Brighouse canal.  

 

Home Visits. 

Mother’s Day stay and play. 

Share a Story time (every 

Tuesday 9:30-9.45am). 

 

Parents Evening. 

Share a Story time (every 

Tuesday 9:30-9.45am). 

 

Father’s Day stay and play. 

Share a Story time (every 

Tuesday 9:30-9.45am). 

Sports Day. 

 

Key 

Knowledge 

linked to 

Intended 

Themes 

*Identify different parts of 

the body (face, arms, hands, 

legs, fingers, toes, feet, 

tummy, eyes, nose, hair, 

mouth, tongue, ears, teeth, 

neck, bottom, back, knees) 

*How my body moves 

including twisting, jumping, 

stretching etc. 

*My senses; exploring my 

sense of taste, touch, smell, 

vision and hearing. 

*Recognising myself in a 

mirror or in photos.  

*Know who is in my family. 

*Learning about spooky 

things in relation to 

Halloween. 

*Use my senses to explore 

and make observations about 

the weather/ ground/ 

environment and change, 

relating to the season. 

 

*Understand that living 

things need to be cared for 

and only touched gently. 

*Learning about owls; that 

they fly, have feathers and 

large eyes. 

*Understand the difference 

between light and dark.  

*Explore and investigate 

shadows.  

*Use their senses to explore 

a variety of resources 

related to celebrations.  

*Learning “Twinkle Twinkle 

Little Star” song to sing 

during our Nativity play.  

*Use my senses to explore 

and make observations about 

the weather/ ground/ 

environment and change, 

relating to the season. 

*Identify different vehicles.  

*Understand that vehicles 

move in different ways; 

some on land, some in the air 

and some on water. 

*Talk about love and what it 

means to love friends and 

family members.  

*Practice flipping pancakes.  

*Explore mark making in the 

snow.  

*Use my senses to explore 

and make observations about 

the weather / ground / 

environment and change 

relating to the season. 

*Learn the names and sounds 

of each farm animal. 

*Counting legs on animals. 

*What makes Mummy 

special?  

*Make observations about 

the weather/ ground/ 

environment and change, 

relating to the season. 

*Planting and know how to 

care for a seed to make sure 

it grows.  

*Name some minibeasts that 

they have found in the 

garden. 

*Understand that all living 

things need to be cared for. 

*Make observations about 

the weather/ ground/ 

environment and change, 

relating to the season. 

 

*Know that not all families 

look like mine. 

*Know we are all different 

and that’s okay. 

*Mutual respect for 

ourselves and our friends. 

*Identify sea creatures.  

*What makes Daddy special? 

*Focus on physical games for 

Sports Day.  

*Make observations about 

the weather/ ground/ 

environment and change, 

relating to the season. 

Safety 

Focus 

Staying safe at home. 

Learning how to follow 

simple rules. 

Bonfire Night safety. 

Safety around living 

creatures – owl visit. 

Road safety / staying safe 

near water – Bus journey to 

Brighouse canal. 

Winter Safety. 

Stranger danger. 

 

Stranger danger. 

Staying safe outdoors – bus 

trip to garden centre. 

Staying safe near water – 

beach party. 

Sun safety. 



PSED Focus 

 

 

Find ways of managing 

transitions, for example 

from their parent to their 

key person. 

 

Wanting to be noticed by 

you. 

 

Develop a relationship with 

the key person and be 

calmed and comforted by 

them.  

 

Increasingly curious about 

their world and wanting to 

explore it. 

 

Find ways to calm 

themselves. 

 

Thrive as they develop self-

assurance. 

 

Does not seem excessively 

worried, sad or angry. 

 

Establish their sense of self. 

Starts to see themselves as 

a separate person. For 

example, do they decide 

what to play with/ what to 

eat/ what to wear? 

 

Can be easily calmed if 

upset. 

 

Use engagement to achieve a 

goal. For example, gesture 

towards their cup to say 

they want a drink. 

 

Learn to use the toilet with 

help.  

 

Express preferences and 

decisions; try new things and 

start establishing their 

autonomy. 

 

Engage with others through 

gestures, gaze and talk. 

 

Play with increasing 

confidence on their own and 

with other children, because 

they know their key person 

is nearby and available. 

Feel strong enough to 

express a range of emotions. 

 

Grow in independence, 

rejecting help, for example 

“me do it.” This can lead to 

frustrations and tantrums. 

 

Feel confident when taken 

out around the local 

neighbourhood and enjoy 

exploring new places with 

their key person. 

Talk about their feelings in 

more elaborated ways: “I’m 

sad because…” or “I love it 

when…”  

 

Learn to use the toilet with 

help, and then independently. 

 

Has started to enjoy the 

company of other children 

and wants to play with them. 

 

Increasingly able to talk 

about and manage their 

emotions. 

 

Safely explore their 

emotions beyond their 

normal range through play 

and stories. 

 

Can settle to some activities 

for a while. 

 

Sometimes manage to share 

and take turns with others, 

with adult guidance and 

understanding ‘yours’ and 

‘mine’. 

 

Increasingly able to talk 

about and manage their 

emotions. 

 

Begin to show ‘effortful 

control.’ For example, waiting 

for a turn and resisting the 

strong impulse to grab what 

they want or push their way 

to the front. 

 

Learn to use the toilet with 

help, and then independently. 

 

Develop friendships with the 

other children. 

 

Notice and ask questions 

about differences, such as 

skin colour, types of hair, 

gender, special needs and 

disabilities, religion and so 

on. 

 

Each of these will be met with ongoing support from practitioners through sharing stories together, one to one child-practitioner play to build bonds and establish a sense of trust, 

introducing other children into play to encourage and build peer relationships, access to cuddles and comfort whenever children need it, learning each child’s likes and dislikes and supporting 

these through play, making time for reflection each day, creating opportunities for children to explore and be curious in their environment, role-modelling respectful behaviour and 

interactions with each other and with children.  

 

Practitioners to use colour monster lanyard images in the moment when child is feeling a ‘big feeling’. Name the emotion and empathise with the child.  

Establish carpet rules - encourage all children to sit together and listen to practitioners as well as each other. 
Communication 

& Language 

Focus 

Understand simple 

instructions like “give to 

nanny”. 

 

Listens and responds to a 

simple instruction like “put 

on your shoes.” 

Focus on an activity of their 

own choice. 

 

Listen to talk with interest. 

 

Listen to simple stories, 

using pictures to aid 

understanding. 

 

Understand and act on 

longer sentences like “make 

Identify familiar objects 

and properties. 

 

Understand and act out 

simple instructions, e.g. find 

your coat, wash your hands. 

 

Shift from one task to 

another if you get their 

attention. 

 

Linking up to 5 words 

together. 

 

Understand action words by 

pointing to the right picture 

in a book. For example “Who 

is jumping?” 

 

Uses around 300 words. 

 



 

Recognise and point to 

objects if asked about them. 

 

Understand lots of different 

single words and some two-

word phrases, such as “give 

me” or “shoes on”. 

 

Make themselves 

understood. 

 

Start to say how they are 

feeling, using words as well 

as actions. 

 

Uses a range of adult like 

speech patterns and at least 

20 clear words. 

Shows an interest in what 

other children are playing 

and sometimes joins in. 

 

Understands many more 

words that they can say 

between 200-500 words. 

 

Understands simple 

questions and instructions 

like “Where’s your hat?” or 

“What is the boy in the 

picture doing?” 

 

Start to develop 

conversations. 

 

Develop pretend play. 

 

Uses up to 50 words. 

 

Puts two or three words 

together: “more milk”? 

 

Asks questions, such as the 

names of people and objects. 

teddy jump” or “find your 

coat”. 

 

Use the speech sounds p, b, 

m, w. 

Pronounce l/r/w/y – f/th – 

s/sh/ch/dz/j –multisyllabic 

words. 

 

Understand simple questions 

about ‘Who?’ ‘What?’ and 

‘Where?’  

Follow instructions with 

three key words like: “Can 

you wash dolly’s face?” 

 

Can speech be understood? 

Monitor and consider 

whether a hearing test 

might be needed. 

 

Uses pronouns (me, him, she) 

and using plurals and 

prepositions (in, on, under). 

C&L is developed throughout the year through: 

• High quality interactions (ShREC approach) 

• Develop social phrases 

• Daily group discussions 

• Circle time 

• WellComm 

• Language interventions 

• Story time and focus questions (poems, fiction and non-fiction) 

• Core story time and focus questions 

• Retelling stories/ learning rhymes, poems and songs 

• Listening carefully  

 

Staff to use very short sentences and two-word phrases to make their meaning clear to all children. Consistent language to be used throughout.  

Continue WellComm assessments and interventions to support and promote good communication and language development. 

Vocabulary 

Focus 

Transition words linked to 

nursery life e.g. staff names, 

areas of play, tidy up time, 

friends, kind, sharing, 

outside, lunch time, wash 

hands, nappy change, carpet 

time, hold hands, line up, etc. 

 

Zoom to the Moon: soft, 

feathers, beak, eyes, nest, 

dark, light, shadow, scared, 

star, moon, night, sleep, 

rocket. 

 

Remembrance: poppy, red. 

 

Transition words linked to 

nursery life e.g. staff names, 

areas of play, tidy up time, 

friends, kind, sharing, 

outside, lunch time, wash 

hands, nappy change, carpet 

time, hold hands, line up, etc. 

 

Farm: cow, sheep, pig, 

horse, goat, duck, 

chicken/hen, donkey, 

tractor, straw, pond, barn, 

mud, farmer. 

 

Growing: soil, mud, water, 

seeds, grow, tall, stem, petal, 

flower, tree, leaves, 

branches, sticks. 

 

Minibeasts: bugs, spider, 

fly, bee, worm, caterpillar, 

web, ladybird, beetle, 

Sea, Sand and Sunshine: 

Ice cream, lollies, beach, 

sand, bucket, spade, 

sandcastle, holiday, 

suncream, fish, jellyfish, 

octopus, crab, seahorse, 

whale, shark, dolphin, 

starfish, boat, submarine, 



Super Duper You: colours, 

red, yellow, black, blue, 

brown, grey, pink, green, 

orange, purple, white, same, 

head, arms, toes, feet, 

hands, tummy, legs, hair, 

eyes, nose, mouth, ears, 

face, back, teeth, 

Colour Monster, feelings, 

emotions, happy, calm, angry, 

sad, fear, love, 

leaves, conkers, Mummy, 

Daddy, family, brother, 

sister, baby. 

 

Halloween: spider, witch, 

ghost, scary, dress-up, 

squishy, seeds, sticky, 

pumpkin, bat, leaves, crispy, 

crunchy, conkers. 

Bonfire Night: firework, 

hot, bang, loud, sparkle. 

 

Christmas: Nativity, 

Christmas tree, present, 

gingerbread man, cards, 

family, baubles, lights, tinsel, 

Santa. 

 

Winter: snow, cold, frost, 

ice, snowman, penguin, 

gloves, hat, scarf.  

 

Transport: bus, car, truck, 

digger, train, excavator, 

boat, ferry, aeroplane, 

helicopter, rocket, tractor, 

spaceship, lorry, bike, 

motorbike, road track, fast, 

zoom, fly, sail, drive, road, 

police officer, fire fighter, 

ambulance driver, 

construction worker, stop, 

go.  

 

Winter: snow, cold, frost, 

ice, snowman, penguin, 

gloves, hat, scarf.  

 

Chinese New Year: Dragon, 

lion dance. 

 

Valentines Day: love, family, 

Mummy, Daddy, family 

names, card. 

Mother’s Day: Mummy, 

Daddy, Grandma, love, baby, 

family, card.  

 

Spring/Easter: grass, 

flowers, blossom, leaves, 

growing, sunshine, rain, soil, 

rabbit, chick, egg, Easter, 

spring. 

woodlouse, legs, slug, snail, 

wings, crawling, climbing, 

flying.   

shell, beach ball, swimming 

costume, picnic. 

 

Father’s Day: Daddy, 

Grandad, Grandpa, family, 

card, present. 

 

Summer: sun, suncream, hot, 

bright, shade. 

PD Focus Walk, run, jump and climb; 

start to use the stairs 

independently.  

 

Clap and stamp to the music. 

 

Show an increasing desire to 

be independent, such as 

wanting to feed themselves 

and dress or undress. 

Runs well. 

 

Kicks a ball. 

 

Catch a large ball. 

 

Jumps with both feet off 

the ground at the same time. 

 

Spin, roll and begin to use 

ropes, swings and slides 

independently. 

 

Start eating independently 

and learning how to use a 

knife and fork. 

Fit themselves into spaces, 

such as tunnels, dens and 

large boxes and move around 

in them. 

 

Sit on a push along wheeled 

toy, 

 

 

Build independently with a 

range of appropriate 

resources. 

 

Manage buttons/ zips/ pour 

drinks with increasing 

independence. 

Sits comfortably on a chair. 

 

Explore different materials 

and tools. 

 

Develop manipulation and 

control 

 

Climb confidently. 

 

Throw and catch a ball. 

 

Sports Day preparation; 

throwing bean bag, balancing 

bean bag on head, running 

race, egg and spoon race and 

obstacle course.  

PD is developed throughout the year through: 

*Skills to manage the nursery day 

*Doodle Sticks 

*Wash and dry own hands 

*Fine motor activities 

*Develop core muscle to achieve good posture 

*Tools for drawing and painting 

*Knife and fork skills 

*Take off own jumper when hot 

*Learn to put on own coat 



*Fine motor activities 

*Develop core muscle to achieve good posture 

*Tools for drawing and painting 

*Knife and fork skills 

*Take off own jumper when hot 

*Learn to put on own coat 

Literacy 

Focus 

Enjoys songs and rhymes, 

tuning in and paying 

attention. 

 

Draws freely. 

Joins in with songs and 

rhymes, copying sounds, 

rhythms, tunes and tempo. 

 

Copy finger movements and 

other gestures. 

 

Enjoys sharing a book with 

an adult. 

 

Has favourite books and 

seeks them out. 

 

Enjoys drawing freely. 

Says some of the words in 

songs and rhymes. 

 

Pay attention and respond to 

the pictures or the words. 

Has favourite books and 

seeks them out to share with 

an adult, with another child, 

or to look at alone. 

 

Drawing with intent. 

Sings songs and says rhymes 

independently, for example 

singing whilst playing. 

 

Repeats words and phrases 

from familiar stories. 

 

 

Asks questions about the 

book. Makes comments and 

shares their own ideas. 

 

Develop play around 

favourite stories using 

props. 

 

Notices some print, such as 

the first letter of their 

name, a bus or door number, 

or a familiar logo. 

Preparation for Reading throughout the year: 

Focus on print carrying meaning. 

Adults to model reading with their finger under the words in books as well as pointing out and naming signs in their environment. 

Classroom and outdoor provision rich in print. 

Core stories strengthened with key vocabulary posters. 

Structured whole class reading sessions as well as one-to-one reading for pleasure. 

Incentivise reading at home with library books and reading record prizes each term. 

Preparation for Writing throughout the year: 

Doodle sticks. 

Give meaning to the marks they make. 

Dominant hand. 

Funky Fingers activities to support dexterity and fine motor skills as well as developing tripod grip. 

 

Writing for a purpose: 

Self portraits termly. 

Mother’s Day/Father’s Day/Valentine’s Day cards. 

Maths 

Focus 

Take part in finger rhymes. 

 

Combine objects like 

stacking blocks and cups. 

Puts objects inside others 

and take them out again. 

Take part in finger rhymes 

with numbers. 

 

Climb and squeeze 

themselves into different 

types of spaces. 

 

Build with a range of 

resources. 

Count in everyday contexts, 

sometimes skipping numbers 

– “1,2,3,5”. 

 

Complete inset puzzles. 

Compare amounts using ‘lots’, 

‘more’, ‘same’. 

 

Complete inset puzzles. 

React to changes of amount 

in a group of up to three 

objects. 

 

Begin to say some 

number names in 

sequence – to 3 

Begin to say some 

number names in 

sequence – to 3. 

 

Begin to compare sizes and 

weights, using gesture and 

language – 

bigger/little/smaller, 

high/low, tall, heavy. 
Understanding 

the World 

Focus 

Talk about own family. 

 

Make connections between 

the features of their family, 

Begin to notice differences 

between people. 

Share photos and memories. 

 

Share photos and memories. 

 

Make connections between 

the features of their family 



 

  

Repeat actions that have an 

effect on the world. 

for example similarities and 

differences. 

 

Explore materials with 

different properties. 

 

Explore natural materials, 

indoors and outdoors. 

  

Explore and respond to 

different natural phenomena 

in the setting and on trips. 

Begin to notice differences 

between people.  

Explore and respond to 

different natural phenomena 

in the setting and on trips. 

and other families. For 

example why do you wear a 

scarf around your head? How 

come your hair feels 

different to mine? 

 

Begin to talk about 

similarities and differences 

between different families. 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design Focus 

Enjoys making marks on 

paper. 

 

Shows attention to sounds 

and music. 

 

Enjoy taking part in action 

songs, such as ‘Twinkle 

Twinkle’. 

Explore paint using fingers 

and other parts of their 

body. 

 

Starts to make marks 

intentionally. 

 

Join in with songs and 

rhymes, making some sounds. 

 

Move and dance to music. 

 

Anticipates phrases and 

actions in rhymes and songs 

like ‘Peepo’. 

 

Explore their voices and 

enjoy making sounds. 

Explore paint using brushes 

and other tools. 

 

Explore different materials, 

using all of their senses to 

investigate them.  

 

Introduce sounds to go with 

routines, for example wash 

hands and litter song. 

 

Responds emotionally and 

physically to music when it 

changes. 

Express ideas and feelings 

through making marks, and 

sometimes give a meaning to 

the marks they make. 

 

Make rhythmical and 

repetitive sounds. 

 

Explore a range of sound 

makers and instruments and 

play them in different ways. 

 

Start to develop pretend 

play, pretending that one 

object represents another, 

for example a wooden block 

is a phone. 

 

Make simple models. 

 

Use their imagination as 

they explore with different 

materials and consider what 

they can do with them. 

Play and perform music with 

different dynamics, tempo, 

pitch and rhythm. 

 

Listen to different types of 

music and singing, music 

from diverse cultures. 

SEASONS Throughout the year the children will: 

• Understand that there are different seasons. 

• Observe and experience the natural environment regularly throughout each season, using all of their senses.  

• Use some words to describe their environment and link it to the season they are in. 

VOCABULARY: summer, autumn, winter, spring, cold, ice, snow, frozen, chilly, warm, hot, sunny, dry, growing, plants, flowers, leaves, blossom, buds, seedlings, wet, rainy, foggy, windy, rainy, 

birds, nest. 

 

#6 Rhyme time 

 

#10 Sharing Books 

#38 Postie 

#36 Ready, Steady, Blow 

 

#37 Show and Tell  

#7 Making Music 

#12 Brrr 

#35 Trip Trap, Trip Trap 

#47 Great Calderdale Baking 

#25 Creative Junk 

#5 Squidgy sand 

#34 Woodland Wandering 

#9 Minibeasts and Bug 

Hunting 

#30 Yummy picnic 

#49 Grass Grazing 

#8 Bubbles! 

#26 Splish, Splash, Splosh 


