
Personal, Social, Emotional 
Development 

Communication and Language  

Development  

Physical Development 

During the first four weeks of our first half term our key priority is to settle children into nursery life: establishing routines, developing friendships between the children, positive 
relationships with staff and encouraging the children to access all areas of the classroom independently. We complete baseline assessments for all children during this time. 

For the first half term our topic is ‘Super Duper 
You’.  
 
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Find ways of managing transitions, for 

example from their parent to their key person. 
• Want to be noticed by you. 
• Develop a relationship with the key person 

and be calmed and comforted by them.  
• Be increasingly curious about their world and 

wanting to explore it. 
• Find ways to calm themselves. 
• Thrive as they develop self-assurance. 
 
 
Our topic for the second half term will be ‘Zoom 
to the Moon’. 
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Not seem excessively worried, sad or angry. 
• Establish their sense of self. 
• Start to see themselves as a separate person. 

For example, do they decide what to play 
with/ what to eat/ what to wear? 

• Be easily calmed if upset. 
• Use engagement to achieve a goal. For 

example, gesture towards their cup to say 
they want a drink. 

• Learn to use the toilet with help. 

For the first half term our topic is ‘Super Duper You’. 
  
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Understand simple instructions like “give to nanny”. 
• Listen and responds to a simple instruction like “put on your shoes”. 
• Recognise and point to objects if asked about them. 
• Understand lots of different single words and some two-word phrases, such as 

“give me” or “shoes on”. 
• Make themselves understood. 
• Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions. 
• Use a range of adult like speech patterns and at least 20 clear words. 

 
Use a wider range of vocabulary linked to our topic … 
• Super Duper You: head, arms, toes, feet, hands, tummy, legs, hair, eyes, nose, 

mouth, ears, face, back, teeth, Colour Monster, colours, red, yellow, black, blue, 
brown, grey, pink, green, orange, purple, white, brown, feelings, emotions, 
happy, calm, angry, sad, fear, love, Mummy, Daddy, family, brother, sister, 
baby. 

• Halloween: spider, witch, ghost, scary, dress-up, squishy, seeds, sticky, 
pumpkin, bat, party, boo. 

• Autumn: leaves, crispy, crunchy, conkers, orange, brown. 
 
Our topic for the second half term will be ‘Zoom to the Moon’. 
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Focus on an activity of their own choice. 
• Listen to talk with interest. 
• Shows an interest in what other children are playing and sometimes joins in. 
• Understands many more words that they can say between 200-500 words. 

For the first half term our topic is ‘Super Duper 
You’.  
 
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Walk, run, jump and climb; start to use the 

stairs independently.  
• Clap and stamp to the music. 
• Show an increasing desire to be independent, 

such as wanting to feed themselves and dress 
or undress. 

 
Our topic for the second half term will be ‘Zoom 
to the Moon’. 
 
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Run well. 
• Kick a ball. 
• Catch a large ball. 
• Jump with both feet off the ground at the 

same time. 
• Spin, roll and begin to use ropes, swings and 

slides independently. 
• Start eating independently and learning how 

to use a knife and fork. 
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Literacy Mathematics  Understanding the World 

During the first four weeks of our first half term our key priority is to settle children in to nursery life: establishing routines, developing friendships between the children, positive 
relationships with staff and encouraging the children to access all areas of the classroom independently. We complete baseline assessments for all children during this time. 

For the first half term our topic is ‘Super Duper 
You’. Our core story is …  
‘Ten Little Fingers and Ten Little Toes’. 
 
  
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Enjoy songs and rhymes, tuning in and paying 

attention. 
• Draw freely. 
 

 
Our topic for the second half term will be 
‘Zoom to the Moon’. 
Our core story is …  
‘Wow! Said the Owl’ 
 
 
 

 

For the first half term our topic is ‘Super Duper 
You’.  
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Take part in finger rhymes. 
• Combine objects like stacking blocks and cups.  
• Put objects inside others and take them out 

again. 
 
Our topic for the second half term will be ‘Zoom to 
the Moon’. 
As part of this topic the nursery children will … 
• Take part in finger rhymes with numbers. 
• Climb and squeeze themselves into different 

types of spaces. 
• Build with a range of resources. 
 
 

For the first half term our topic is ‘Super Duper 
You’.  
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Talk about own family. 
• Repeat actions that have an effect on the world. 
 
Our topic for the second half term will be ‘Zoom to 
the Moon’. 
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Make connections between the features of their 

family, for example similarities and differences. 
• Explore materials with different properties. 
• Explore natural materials, indoors and 

outdoors. 

• Express preferences and decisions; try new 
things and start establishing their autonomy. 

• Engage with others through gestures, gaze 
and talk. 

• Play with increasing confidence on their own 
and with other children, because they know 
their key person is nearby and available. 

• Understands simple questions and instructions like “Where’s your hat?” or 
“What is the boy in the picture doing?” 

• Start to develop conversations. 
• Develop pretend play. 

 
Use a wider range of vocabulary linked to our topic … 
• Zoom to the Moon: soft, feathers, beak, eyes, nest, dark, light, shadow, scared, 

star, moon, night, sleep, rocket. 
• Remembrance: poppy, red. 
• Bonfire Night: firework, hot, bang, loud, sparkle. 
• Christmas: Nativity, Christmas tree, present, gingerbread man, cards, family, 

baubles, lights, tinsel, Santa. 
• Winter: snow, cold, frost, ice, snowman, penguin, gloves, hat, scarf.  

 



As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo. 
• Copy finger movements and other gestures. 
• Enjoy sharing a book with an adult. 
• Have favourite books and seeks them out. 
• Enjoy drawing freely. 
 

  Expressive Art and Design British and School Values 

During the first four weeks of the first half term our key priority is to settle children into nursery life: establishing routines, developing friendships between the children, positive 
relationships with staff and encouraging the children to access all areas of the classroom independently. We complete baseline assessments for all children during this time. 

For the first half term our topic is ‘Super Duper You’.  
 
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Enjoy making marks on paper. 
• Show attention to sounds and music. 
• Enjoy taking part in action songs, such as ‘Twinkle 

Twinkle’. 
 
Our topic for the second half term will be ‘Zoom to the 
Moon’. 
 
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
• Explore paint using fingers and other parts of their body. 
• Start to make marks intentionally. 
• Join in with songs and rhymes, making some sounds. 
• Move and dance to music. 
• Anticipate phrases and actions in rhymes and songs like 

‘Peepo’. 
• Explore their voices and enjoy making sounds. 

The fundamental British and School Values that the children in nursery will experience are:  
 
Democracy 
During the year the nursery children will: 
• Have the opportunity to ask questions. 
• Take part in activities that encourage them to take turns and listen to others. 
• Engage in activities that enable them to work together towards a common goal. 
• Vote for different activities and stories. 
• Select where they want to learn in continuous provision and the resources they want to use. 
 
The Rule of Law 
During the year the nursery children will: 
• Begin to understand why rules are important and be able to some follow rules independently. 
• Know that rules help to keep us safe. 
• Be able to identify, name and discuss different emotions. 
• Be beginning to recognise and talk about their feelings. 
• Begin to recognise how others may be feeling and how their actions can contribute to this. 
 
Individual Liberty 
During the year the nursery children will: 
• Play and follow their own interests. 
• Bring their own interests to nursery.  
• Make independent choices. 
• Be encouraged to share how they are feeling and understand others may feel different or have different opinions. 
• Be provided with opportunities to take risks in their play. 



 
Mutual Respect and Tolerance of Different Faiths and Beliefs 
As part of this the nursery children will: 
• Learn about and celebrate a range of festivals from different religions and cultures.  
• Talk about their families and homes.  
• Be encouraged to treat others how they want to be treated – being kind, letting everyone play with us, sharing and 

taking turns. 
• Talk about their likes and dislikes in a variety of contexts; understanding that people can have different opinions to 

theirs. 
• Talk about ways we are the same and different to our friends. 
• Learn we are all unique and all special. 
• Use a variety of dressing up clothes, including those worn in various cultures and occupations.  
• Taste foods from different cultures.  

 

Key Events Experiences Curriculum Intent 

Key events for the Autumn term in 
nursery: 

• Starting nursery. 
• Building new relationships 

with peers and practitioners. 
• Teddy Bear’s Picnic and lunch 

with parents. 
• Weekly library sessions for 

parents and children. 
• World Smile Day. 
• Halloween Party. 
• Parents evening. 
• Autumn walk. 

For the first half term our topic is ‘Super Duper You’.  
As part of this topic the nursery children will participate in 
the following experiences… 
• Starting nursery and making new friends. 
• Exploring pumpkins (scooping and feeling the flesh 

inside). 
• Go on an autumn walk; look for and collect natural 

objects. 
• Looking in mirrors to explore our faces and drawing 

self-portraits. 
• Hand and feet painting. 
• Snipping autumn leaves with scissors. 
• Complete a body part jigsaw, naming the body parts 

as we go. 
• Whole class collaborative art; colour monster collage. 
• Autumn nature exploration tray with tweezers and 

scoops.  
• Making smile day cards and delivering them to 

different classes throughout the school.  
• Bringing a teddy to nursery for a picnic; parents to 

stay for lunch.  

For the first half term our topic is ‘Super Duper You’.  
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
 
Resilience - I Can Do This! 
• Make independent choices (begin to access nursery resources and areas 

of provision independently). 
• Concentrate on achieving something that’s important to them (exploring 

the craft area and making art).  
 
Basic Skills - Practise makes perfect! 
• Realise that their actions have an effect on the world, so they want to 

keep repeating them (joining in with songs and routines at carpet time). 
 
Life Skills - Winning at Life! 
• Respond to new experiences that you bring to their attention (sensory 

exploration by scooping out pumpkins). 
• Take part in simple pretend play (dress up in spooky costumes for our 

Halloween Party). 
 
 
 



• Owl sanctuary visit. 
• School photos. 
• Remembrance Day. 
• Visit from a postie.  
• Reindeer run – singing 

Christmas carols at the care 
home.  

• Christmas nativity concert. 
• Christmas Party. 
• Visit from Father Christmas. 
• School Christmas Fair. 

 

 

 

• Exploring Halloween themed crafts. 
• Baking magic wands for snack.  
• Halloween party; dress up, party games (taking turns). 
 
Our topic for the second half term will be ‘Zoom to the 
Moon”. 
As part of this topic the nursery children will participate in 
the following experiences… 
• A visit from the Owl Sanctuary; stroking owls and 

watching them fly. 
• Painting an owl.  
• Make a rocket; big box play – den materials.  
• Creating poppy suncatchers. 
• Learning our song and performing it in the Nativity 

play.  
• Baking: chocolate apples.  
• Firework painting.  
• Zooming rockets; racing in the playground – 1,2,3 blast 

off! 
• Decorating the Christmas tree together; joining in with 

family traditions. 
• Christmas party; dressing up, party games (taking 

turns). 
• Make Christmas cards and handing them to the postie 

to post. 
• Creating Christmas tree decorations to give to our 

families.  
• Reindeer run – singing Christmas carols at the care 

home.  
• Winter walk; use our senses to look and feel the signs 

of winter and collect conifer twigs to make wreaths.  

Our topic for the second half term will be ‘Zoom to the Moon’. 
As part of this topic the nursery children will …  
 

Resilience - I Can Do This! 
• Make independent choices (choosing song spoons during carpet time). 
• Concentrate on achieving something that’s important to them (working 

together to decorate the Christmas tree).  
 
Basic Skills - Practise makes perfect! 
• Realise that their actions have an effect on the world, so they want to 

keep repeating them (blast off – rocket racing). 
 
Life Skills - Winning at Life! 
• Respond to new experiences that you bring to their attention (holding 

and stroking the owls). 
• Take part in simple pretend play (large box play – make a rocket and 

blast off to space). 

 

 

 


